General Information

Section 131. All licenses to carry firearms shall be designated Class A or Class B, and the issuance and
possession of any such license shall be subject to the following conditions and restrictions:

[\ntroductory paragraph as amended by 2014, 284, Sec. 46 effective fanuary 1, 2021, See 2014, 284, Sec.
112. For text effective until fanuary 1, 2021, see above.}

The issuance and possession of a license to carry firearms shall be subject to the following conditions
and restrictions:

[Paragraphs (a) to {c) effective until January 1, 2021. For text effective January 1, 2021, see below.]

(a) A Class A license shall entitie a holder thereof to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, possess and carry: (i)
firearms, including large capacity firearms, and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful
purposes, subject to such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of firearms as the
licensing authority deems proper; and (ii} rifles and shotguns, including large capacity weapons, and
feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful purposes; provided, however, that the licensing
authority may impose such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of large capacity rifles
and shotguns as it deems proper. A violation of a restriction impaosed by the licensing authority under
the provisions of this paragraph shall be cause for suspension or revocation and shal, unless otherwise
provided, be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000; provided, however, that
the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269 shall not apply to such viclation.

The colonel of state police may, after an investigation, grant a Class A license to a club or facility with an
on-site shooting range or gallery, which club is incorporated under the laws of the commonweaith for
the possession, storage and use of large capacity weapons, ammunition therefor and large capacity
feeding devices for use with such weapons on the premises of such club; provided, however, that not
less than one shareholder of such club shall be qualified and suitable to be issued such license; and
provided further, that such large capacity weapons and ammunition feeding devices may be used under
such Class A club license only by such members that possess a valid firearm identification card issued
under section 129B or a valid Class A or Class B license to carry firearms, or by such other persons that
the club permits while under the direct supervision of a certified firearms safety instructor or club
member who, in the case of a large capacity firearm, possesses a valid Class A license to carry firearms
or, in the case of a large capacity rifle or shotgun, possesses a valid Class A or Class B license to carry
firearms. Such club shall not permit shooting at targets that depict human figures, human effigies,
human silhouettes or any human images thereof, except by public safety personnel performing in line
with their official duties.

No large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device shall be removed from the premises except
for the purposes of: (i} transferring such firearm or feeding device to a licensed dealer; {ii) transporting




such firearm or feeding device to a licensed gunsmith for repair; {iii) target, trap or skeet shooting on the
premises of another club incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth and for transporting
thereto; (iv) attending an exhibition or educational project or event that is sponseored by, conducted
under the supervision of or approved by a public law enforcement agency or a nationally or state
recognized entity that promotes proficiency in or education about semiautomatic weapons and for
transporting thereto and therefrom; (v} hunting in accordance with the provisions of chapter 131; or {vi)
surrendering such firearm or feeding device under the provisions of section 129D. Any large capacity
weapon or large capacity feeding device kept on the premises of a lawfully incarporated shooting club
shall, when not in use, be secured in a locked container, and shall be unloaded during any lawful
transport. The clerk or other corporate officer of such club shall annually file a report with the colonel of
state police and the commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services listing all
farge capacity weapons and large capacity feeding devices owned or possessed under such license. The
colonel of state police or his designee, shall have the right to inspect all firearms owned or possessed by
such club upon request during regular business hours and said colonel may revoke or suspend a club
license for a violation of any provision of this chapter or chapter 269 relative to the ownership, use or
possession of large capacity weapons or large capacity feeding devices.

{b) A Class B license shail entitle a holder thereof to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, possess and carry: (i)
non-large capacity firearms and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful purposes,
subject to such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of such firearm as the licensing
authority deems proper; provided, however, that a Class B license shall not entitle the holder thereof to
carry of possess a loaded firearm in a concealed manner in any public way or place; and provided
further, that a Class B license shall not entitle the holder thereof to possess a large capacity firearm,
except under a Class A club license issued under this section or under the direct supervision of a holder
of a valid Class A license at an incorporated shooting club or licensed shooting range; and (i) rifles and
shotguns, including large capacity rifles and shotguns, and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for
all tawful purposes; provided, however, that the licensing authority may impose such restrictions
relative to the possession, use or carrying of large capacity rifles and shotguns as he deems proper. A
violation of a restriction provided under this paragraph, or a restriction imposed by the licensing
authority under the provisions of this paragraph, shall be cause for suspension or revocation and shall,
unless otherwise provided, be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000;
provided, however, that the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269 shall not apply to such violation.

A Class B license shall not be a valid license for the purpose of complying with any provision under this
chapter governing the purchase, sale, lease, rental or transfer of any weapon or ammunition feeding
device if such weapon is a large capacity firearm or if such ammunition feeding device is a large capacity
feeding device for use with a large capacity firearm, both as defined in section 121.

{c} Either a Class A or Class B license shall be valid for the purpose of owning, possessing, purchasing and
transferring non-large capacity rifles and shotguns, and for purchasing and possessing chemical mace,
pepper spray or other similarly propelled liquid, gas or powder designed to temporarily incapacitate,
consistent with the entitlements conferred by a firearm identification card issued under section 129B.




[Paragraphs {a} to {c) as amended by 2014, 284, Sec. 47 effective January 1, 2021. See 2014, 284, Sec.
112. For text effective until January 1, 2021, see above.}

(a} A license shall entitle a holder thereof of a license to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, possess and
carry: {i) firearms, including large capacity firearms, and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all
lawful purposes, subject to such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of firearms as the
licensing authority considers proper; and (i) rifles and shotguns, including large capacity weapons, and
feeding devices and ammunition therefar, for all lawful purposes; provided, however, that the licensing
authority may impose such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of large capacity rifles
and shotguns as it considers proper. A violation of a restriction imposed by the licensing authority under
this paragraph shall be cause for suspension or revocation and shall, unless otherwise provided, be
punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000; provided, however, that section 10 of
chapter 269 shall not apply to a violation of this paragraph.

(b} The colonel of state police may, after an investigation, grant a license to a club or facility with an on-
site shooting range or gallery, which club is incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth for the
possession, storage and use of large capacity weapons, ammunition therefor and large capacity feeding
devices for use with such weapons on the premises of the club; provided, however, that not fess than 1
shareholder of the club shall be qualified and suitable to be issued a license; and provided further, that
such large capacity weapons and ammunition feeding devices may be used under the club license only
by a member that possesses a valid firearm identification card issued pursuant to section 1298 or a valid
ficense to carry firearms, or by such other person that the club permits while under the direct
supervision of a certified firearms safety instructor or club member who, in the case of a large capacity
firearm, possesses a valid license to carry firearms or, in the case of a large capacity rifle or shotgun,
possesses a valid ficense to carry firearms. The club shall not permit shooting at targets that depict
human figures, human effigies, human silhouettes or any human images thereof, except by public safety
personnel performing in line with their official duties.

No large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device shall be removed from the premises except
to: (i) transfer the firearm or feeding device to a licensed dealer; {ii) transport the firearm or feeding
device to a licensed gunsmith for repair; (iii) target, trap or skeet shoot on the premises of another ciub
incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth and to transport thereto; {iv) attend an exhibition or
educational project or event that is sponsored by, conducted under the supervision of or approved by a
public law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recognized entity that promotes proficiency in or
education about semiautomatic weapons and to transport thereto and therefrom; {v) hunt pursuant to
chapter 131; or (vi) surrender the firearm or feeding device pursuant to section 125D. Any large capacity
weapon or large capacity feeding device kept on the premises of a lawfully incorporated shooting club
shall, when not in use, be secured in a locked container and shall be unloaded during any lawful
transport. The clerk or other corporate officer of the club shall annually file a report with the colonel of
state police and the commissioner of criminal justice information services listing al large capacity
weapons and large capacity feeding devices owned or possessed under the license. The colonel or a
designee may inspect all firearms owned or possessed by the club upon request during regular business
hours and the colonel may revoke or suspend a club license for a violation of this chapter or chapter 269
relative to the ownership, use or possession of large capacity weapons or large capacity feeding devices.




(¢} A license to carry firearms shall be valid to own, possess, purchase and transfer non-large capacity
rifles and shotguns, consistent with the entitlements conferred by a firearm identification card issued

under section 1298.

[First paragraph of paragraph (d) effective until January 1, 2021. For text effective January 1, 2021, see
below.]

(d) Any person residing or having a place of business within the jurisdiction of the licensing authority or
any law enforcement officer employed by the licensing authority or any person residing in an area of
exclusive federal jurisdiction located within a city or town may submit to the licensing authority or the
colonel of state police, an application for a Class A license 1o carry firearms, or renewal of the same,
which the licensing authority or the colonel may issue if it appears that the applicant is not a prohibited
person, as set forth in this section, to be issued a license and has good reason to fear injury to the
applicant or the applicant's property or for any other reason, including the carrying of firearms for use in
sport or target practice only, subject to the restrictions expressed or authorized under this section.

[First paragraph of paragraph (d) as amended by 2014, 284, Sec. 49 effective January 1, 2021. See 2014,
284, Sec. 112. For text effective until January 1, 2021, see above.]

{d) A person residing or having a place of business within the jurisdiction of the licensing authority or
any law enforcement officer employed by the licensing authority or any person residing in an area of
exclusive federal jurisdiction located within a city or town may submit to the licensing authority or the
colonel of state police an application for a license to carry firearms, or renewal of the same, which the
licensing authority or the colonel may issue if it appears that the applicant is not a prohibited person as
set forth in this section to be issued a license and that the applicant has good reason to fear injury to the
applicant or the applicant's property or for any other reason, including the carrying of firearms for use in
sport or target practice only, subject to the restrictions expressed or authorized under this section.

A prohibited person shall be a persen who:

(i) has, in a court of the commonwealth, been convicted or adjudicated a youthful offender or
delinquent child, both as defined in section 52 of chapter 119, for the commission of {A) a felony; (B) a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for more than 2 years ; (C) a violent crime as defined in
section 121; (D} a violation of any law regulating the use, possession, ownership, transfer, purchase,
sale, lease, rental, receipt or transportation of weapons or ammunition for which a term of
imprisonment may be imposed; {(E) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of a
controlled substance as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C including, but not limited to, a violation of
said chapter 94C; or {F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.5.C. 921{a)(33);



(i} has, in any other state or federal jurisdiction, been convicted or adjudicated a youthful offender or
delinquent child for the commission of {A} a felony; (B) a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for
more than 2 years; {C) a violent crime as defined in section 121; (D} a violation of any law regulating the
use, possession, ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental, receipt or transportation of weapons
or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment may be imposed; (E} a violation of any law regulating
the use, possession or sale of a controlled substance as defined in said section 1 of said chapter 94C
including, but not limited to, a violation of said chapter 94C; or (F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic
violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921(a}(33);

{iii} is or has been (A} committed to a hospital or institution for mental iliness, alcohol or substance
abuse, except a commitment pursuant to sections 35 or 36C of chapter 123, unless after 5 years from
the date of the confinement, the applicant submits with the application an affidavit of a licensed
physician or clinical psychologist attesting that such physician or psychologist is familiar with the
applicant’s mental illness, alcohol or substance abuse and that in the physician's or psychologist's
opinion, the applicant is not disabled by a mental iliness, alcohol or substance abuse in a manner that
shall prevent the applicant from possessing a firearm, rifle or shotgun; (B} committed by a court order to
a hospital or institution for mental iliness, unless the applicant was granted a petition for relief of the
court order pursuant to said section 36C of said chapter 123 and submits a copy of the court order with
the application; (C) subject to an order of the probate court appointing a guardian or conservator for a
incapacitated person on the grounds that the applicant lacks the mental capacity to contract or manage
the applicant's affairs, unless the applicant was granted a petition for relief of the order of the probate
court pursuant to section 56C of chapter 215 and submits a copy of the order of the probate court with
the application; or {D) found to be a person with an alcohol use disorder or substance use disorder or
both and committed pursuant to said section 35 of said chapter 123, unless the applicant was granted a
petition for relief of the court order pursuant to said section 35 and submits a copy of the court order
with the application;

{iv}) is younger than 21 years of age at the time of the application;

(v} is an alien who does not maintain lawful permanent residency;

(vi} is currently subject to: {A) an order for suspension or surrender issued pursuant to sections 3B or 3C
of chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; or (B) a permanent or temporary
protection order issued pursuant to said chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction,
including any order described in 18 U.5.C. 922(g}(8);

(vii) is currently the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant in any state or federal jurisdiction;

{viii}) has been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under dishonorable conditions;



{ix) is a fugitive from justice; or

{x} having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced that citizenship.

The licensing authority may deny the application or renewal of a license to carry, or suspend or revoke a
license issued under this section if, in a reasonable exercise of discretion, the licensing authority
determines that the applicant or licensee Is unsuitable to be issued or to continue to hold a license to
carry. A determination of unsuitability shall be based on: {i) reliable and credible information that the
applicant or licensee has exhibited or engaged in behavior that suggests that, if issued a license, the
applicant or licensee may create a risk to public safety; or (ii) existing factors that suggest that, if issued
a license, the applicant or licensee may create a risk to public safety. Upon denial of an application or
renewal of a license based on a determination of unsuitability, the licensing authority shall notify the
applicant in writing setting forth the specific reasons for the determination in accordance with
paragraph (e). Upon revoking or suspending a license based on a determination of unsuitability, the
licensing authority shall notify the holder of a license in writing setting forth the specific reasons for the
determination in accordance with paragraph (f). The determination of unsuitability shall be subject to
judicial review under said paragraph (f).

(e) Within seven days of the receipt of a completed application for a license to carry or possess firearms,
or renewal of same, the licensing authority shall forward one copy of the application and one copy of
the applicant’s fingerprints ta the colonel of state police, who shall within 30 days advise the licensing
authority, in writing, of any disqualifying criminal record of the applicant arising from within or without
the commonwealth and whether there is reason to believe that the applicant is disqualified for any of
the foregoing reasons from possessing a license to carry or possess firearms. In searching for any
disqualifying history of the applicant, the colonel shall utilize, or cause to be utilized, files maintained by
the department of probation and statewide and nationwide criminal justice, warrant and protection
order information systems and files including, but not limited to, the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System. The colonel shall inguire of the commissioner of the department of mental
health relative to whether the applicant is disqualified from being so licensed. If the information
available to the colonei does not indicate that the possession of a firearm or large capacity firearm by
the applicant would be in violation of state or federal law, he shall certify such fact, in writing, to the
licensing authority within said 30 day period.

The licensing authority may also make inquiries concerning the applicant to: (i} the commissioner of the
department of criminal justice information services relative to any disqualifying condition and records of
purchases, sales, rentals, leases and transfers of weapons or ammunition concerning the applicant; (i)
the commissioner of probation relative to any record contained within the department of probation or
the statewide domestic violence record keeping systermn concerning the applicant; and (iii) the
commissioner of the department of mental health relative to whether the applicant is a suitable person
to possess firearms or is not a suitable person to possess firearms. The director or commissioner to




whom the licensing authority makes such inquiry shall provide prompt and full cooperation for that
purpose in any investigation of the applicant.

The licensing authority shall, within 40 days from the date of application, either approve the application
and issue the license or deny the application and notify the applicant of the reason for such denial in
writing; provided, however, that no such license shall be issued unless the colone! has certified, in
writing, that the information available to him does not indicate that the possession of a firearm or large
capacity firearm by the applicant would be in violation of state or federal law.

The licensing authority shall provide to the applicant a receipt indicating that it received the application.
The receipt shall be provided to the applicant within 7 days by mail if the application was received by
mail or immediately if the application was made in person; provided, however, that the receipt shall
include the applicant's name and address; current license number and license expiration date, if any; the
date the licensing authority received the application; the name, address and telephone number of the
licensing authority; the agent of the licensing authority that received the application; the type of
application; and whether the application is for a new license or a renewat of an existing license. The
licensing authority shall keep a copy of the receipt for not less than 1 year and shall furnish a copy to the
applicant if requested by the applicant.

{f) A license issued under this section shall be revoked or suspended by the licensing authority, or his
designee, upon the occurrence of any event that would have disqualified the holder from being issued
such license or from having such license renewed. A license may be revoked or suspended by the
licensing authority if it appears that the holder is no longer a suitable person to possess such license.
Any revocation or suspension of a license shall be in writing and shall state the reasons therefor. Upon
revocation or suspension, the licensing authority shall take possession of such license and the person
whose license is so revoked or suspended shall take all actions required under the provisions of section
129D. No appeal or post-judgment motion shall operate to stay such revocation or suspension. Notices
of revocation and suspension shall be forwarded to the commissioner of the department of criminal
justice information services and the commissioner of probation and shall be included in the criminal
justice information system. A revoked or suspended license may be reinstated only upon the
termination of all disqualifying conditions, if any.

Any applicant or holder aggrieved by a denial, revocation, suspension or restriction placed on a license,
unless a hearing has previcusly been held pursuant to chapter 2094, may, within either 90 days after
receiving notice of the denial, revocation or suspension or within 90 days after the expiration of the time
limit during which the licensing authority shall respond to the applicant or, in the case of a restriction,
any time after a restriction is placed on the license pursuant to this section, file a petition to obtain
judicial review in the district court having jurisdiction in the city or town in which the applicant filed the
application or in which the ficense was issued. If after a hearing a justice of the court finds that there
was no reasonable ground for denying, suspending, revoking or restricting the license and that the
petitioner is not prohibited by law from possessing a license, the justice may order a license to be issued
or reinstated to the petitioner or may order the licensing authority to remove certain restrictions placed
on the license,




[Paragraph (g) effective until January 1, 2021. For text effective January 1, 2021, see below.]

{g) A license shali be in a standard form provided by the executive director of the criminal history
systems board in a size and shape equivalent to that of a license to operate motor vehicles issued by the
registry of motor vehicles pursuant to section 8 of chapter 90 and shall contain a license number which
shall clearly indicate whether such number identifies a Class A or Class B license, the name, address,
photograph, fingerprint, place and date of birth, height, weight, hair color, eye color and signature of
the licensee. Such license shall be marked "License to Carry Firearms" and shall clearly indicate whether
the license is Class A or Class B. The application for such license shall be made in a standard form
provided by the executive director of the criminal history systems hoard, which form shall require the
applicant to affirmatively state under the pains and penalties of perjury that such applicant is not
disqualified on any of the grounds enumerated above from being issued such license.

[Paragraph {g) as amended by 2014, 284, Sec. 52 effective January 1, 2021. See 2014, 284, Sec. 112. For
text effective until January 1, 2021, see above.]

(g) A license shall be in a standard form provided by the commissioner of criminal justice information
services in a size and shape equivalent to that of a license to operate motor vehicles issued by the
registry of motor vehicles pursuant to section 8 of chapter 90 and shall contain a license number which
shall clearly indicate the name, address, photograph, fingerprint, place and date of birth, height, weight,
hair color, eye color and signature of the licensee. The license shall be clearly marked "License to Carry
Firearms". The license shall provide in a legible font size and style the phone numbers for the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline and the Samaritans Statewide Helpline. The application for such license shall
be made in a standard form provided by the executive director of the criminal history systems board,
which form shall require the applicant to affirmatively state under the pains and penalties of perjury
that such applicant is not disqualified on any of the grounds enumerated above from being issued such
license.

(h) Any person who knowingly files an application containing false information shall be punished by a
fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not less than six months nor
more than two years in a house of correction, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

[First paragraph of paragraph {i} effective until January 1, 2021. For text effective January 1, 2021, see
helow.]

(i) A license to carry or possess firearms shall be valid, unless revoked or suspended, for a period of not
more than 6 years from the date of issue and shall expire on the anniversary of the licensee's date of
birth occurring not less than 5 years nor more than 6 years from the date of issue; provided, however,
that, if the licensee applied for renewal before the license expired, the license shall remain valid after its




expiration date for all lawful purposes until the application for renewal is approved or denied. If a
licensee is on active duty with the armed forces of the United States on the expiration date of the
license, the license shall remain valid until the licensee is released from active duty and for a period not
less than 180 days following the release; provided, however, that, if the licensee applied for renewal
prior to the end of that period, the license shall remain valid after its expiration date for all lawful
purposes until the application for renewal is approved or denied. An application for renewal of a Class B
license filed before the license has expired shali not extend the license beyond the stated expiration
date; provided, that the Class B license shall expire on the anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth
occurring not less than 5 years nor more than 6 years from the date of issue. Any renewal thereof shall
expire on the anniversary of the licensee's date of birth occurring not less than 5 years but not more
than 6 years from the effective date of such license. Any license issued to an applicant born on February
29 shall expire on March 1. The fee for the application shall be $100, which shall be payable to the
ficensing authority and shall not be prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing
authority shall retain $25 of the fee; $50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the
commonwealth and not less than $50,000 of the funds deposited into the General Fund shall be
allocated to the Firearm Licensing Review Board, established in section 1308, for its operations and that
any funds not expended by said board for its operations shall revert back to the General Fund; and $25
of the fee shall be deposited in the Firearms Fingerprint identity Verification Trust Fund. For active and
retired law enforcement officials, or local, state, or federal government entities acting on their behalf,
the fee for the application shalil be set at $25, which shall be payable to the licensing authority and shall
not be prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain $12.50 of
the fee, and $12.50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the commonwealth.
Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit such
portion of the license application fee into the Firearms Record Keeping Fund quarterly, not later than
January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly such portion of the license application fee as is to
be deposited into the General Fund, not later than January 1, April 1, july 1 and October 1 of each year.
For the purposes of section 10 of chapter 269, an expired license to carry firearms shall be deemed to be
valid for a period not to exceed 90 days beyond the stated date of expiration, unless such license to
carry firearms has been revoked.

[First paragraph of paragraph (i} as amended by 2014, 284, Sec. 54 effective January 1, 2021. See 2014,
284, Sec. 112, For text effective until January 1, 2021, see above.]

(i} A license to carry or possess firearms shall be valid, unless revoked or suspended, for a period of not
more than 6 years from the date of issue and shall expire on the anniversary of the licensee's date of
birth occurring not less than 5 years nor more than 6 years from the date of issue; provided, however,
that, if the licensee applied for renewal before the license expired, the license shall remain valid after its
expiration date for all lawful purposes until the application for renewal is approved or denied. if a
licensee is on active duty with the armed forces of the United States on the expiration date of the
ticense, the license shall remain valid until the licensee is released from active duty and for a period not
tess than 180 days following the release; provided, however, that, if the licensee applied for renewal
prior to the end of that period, the license shall remain valid after its expiration date for all lawful
purpases until the application for renewal is approved or denied. Any renewal thereof shall expire on
the anniversary of the licensee's date of birth occurring not less than 5 years but not more than 6 years




from the effective date of such license. Any license issued to an applicant born on February 29 shall
expire on March 1. The fee for the application shall be 5100, which shall be payable to the licensing
authority and shall not be prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The ficensing authority
shall retain $25 of the fee; $50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the commonwealth
and not less than $50,000 of the funds deposited into the General Fund shall be allocated to the Firearm
Licensing Review Board, established in section 130B, for its operations and that any funds not expended
by said board for its operations shall revert back to the General Fund; and $25 of the fee shall be
deposited in the Firearms Fingerprint Identity Verification Trust Fund. For active and retired law
enforcement officials, or local, state, or federal government entities acting on their behalf, the fee for
the application shall be set at 525, which shall be payable to the licensing authority and shall not be
prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain $12.50 of the
fee, and $12.50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the commonwealth.
Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit such
portion of the license application fee into the Firearms Record Keeping Fund quarterly, not later than
January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly such portion of the license application fee as is to
be deposited into the General Fund, not later than January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year.
For the purposes of section 10 of chapter 269, an expired license to carry firearms shalt be deemed to be
valid for a period not to exceed 90 days beyond the stated date of expiration, unless such license to
carry firearms has been revoked.

Any person over the age of 70 and any law enforcement officer applying for a license to carry firearms
through his employing agency shall be exempt from the requirement of paying a renewal fee for a Class
A or Class B license to carry.

(1}{1) No license shall be required for the carrying or possession of a firearm known as a detonator and
commonly used on vehicles as a signaling and marking device, when carried or possessed for such
signaling or marking purposes.

{2) No license to carry shall be required for the possession of an unloaded large capacity rifle or shotgun
or an unloaded feeding device therefor by a veteran's organization chartered by the Congress of the
United States, chartered by the commonwealth or recognized as a nonprofit tax-exempt organization by
the Internal Revenue Service, or by the members of any such organization when on official parade duty
or during ceremonial occasions. For purposes of this subparagraph, an "unloaded large capacity rifle or
shotgun" and an "unloaded feeding device therefor" shall include any large capacity rifle, shotgun or
feeding device therefor loaded with a blank cartridge or blank cartridges, so-called, which contain no
projectile within such blank or blanks or within the bore or chamber of such large capacity rifle or

shotgun.

(k) Whoever knowingly issues a license in violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less
than $500 nor more than 51,000 or by imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than two
years in a jail or house of correction, or by both such fine and imprisonment.




(1) The executive director of the criminal history systems board shall send electronically or by first class
mai to the holder of each such license to carry firearms, a notice of the expiration of such license not
fess than 90 days prior to such expiration and shall enclose therein a form for the renewal of such
license. The form for renewal shall include an affidavit in which the applicant shall verify that the
applicant has not lost any firearms or had any firearms stolen from the applicant since the date of the
applicant's last renewal or issuance. The taking of fingerprints shall not be required in issuing the
renewal of a license if the renewal applicant's fingerprints are on file with the department of the state
police. Any licensee shall notify, in writing, the licensing authority who issued said license, the chief of
police into whose jurisdiction the licensee moves and the executive director of the criminal history
systems board of any change of address. Such notification shall be made by certified mail within 30 days
of its occurrence. Failure to so notify shall be cause for revocation or suspension of said license. The
commissioner of criminal justice information services shall provide electronic notice of expiration only
upon the request of a cardholder. A request for electronic notice of expiration shall be forwarded to the
department on a form furnished by the commissioner. Any electronic address maintained by the
department for the purpose of providing electronic notice of expiration shall be considered a firearms
record and shall not be disclosed except as provided in section 10 of chapter 66.

{m) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269, any person in possession of a firearm,
rifle or shotgun whose license issued under this section is invalid for the sole reason that it has expired,
not including licenses that remain valid under paragraph {i) because the licensee applied for renewal
before the license expired, but who shall not be disqualified from renewal upon application therefor
pursuant to this section, shall be subject to a civil fine of not less than 5100 nor more than $5,000 and
the provisions of section 10 of chapter 268 shall not apply; provided, however, that the exemption from
the provisions of said section 10 of said chapter 269 provided herein shall not apply if: {i} such license
has been revoked or suspended, unless such revocation or suspension was caused by failure to give
notice of a change of address as required under this section; {ii) revocation or suspension of such license
is pending, unless such revocation or suspension was caused by failure to give notice of a change of
address as required under this section; or (i} an application for renewal of such license has been
denied. Any law enforcement officer who discovers a person to be in possession of a firearm, rifle or
shotgun after such person's license has expired, meaning after 90 days beyond the stated expiration
date on the license, has been revoked or suspended, solely for failure to give notice of a change of
address, shall confiscate such firearm, rifle or shotgun and the expired or suspended license then in
possession and such officer, shall forward such license to the licensing authority by whom it was issued
as soon as practicable. The officer shall, at the time of confiscation, provide to the person whose
firearm, rifle or shotgun has been confiscated, a written inventory and receipt for all firearms, rifles or
shotguns confiscated and the officer and his employer shall exercise due care in the handling, holding
and storage of these items. Any confiscated weapon shall be returned to the owner upon the renewal or
reinstatement of such expired or suspended license within one year of such confiscation or may be
otherwise disposed of in accordance with the provisions of section 129D. The provisions of this
paragraph shall not apply if such person has a valid license to carry firearms issued under section 131F.

{n) Upon issuance of a license to carry or possess firearms under this section, the licensing authority
shall forward a copy of such approved application and license to the executive director of the criminal
history systems board, who shall inform the licensing authority forthwith of the existence of any




disqualifying condition discovered or occurring subsequent to the issuance of a license under this
section.

{0) No person shall be issued a license to carry or possess a machine gun in the commonwealth, except
that a licensing authority or the colonel of state police may issue a machine gun license to:

(i) a firearm instructor certified by the municipal police training committee for the sole purpose of
firearm instruction to police personnel;

(i} a bona fide collector of firearms upon application or upon application for renewal of such license.

(p) The executive director of the criminal history systems board shall promulgate regulations in
accordance with chapter 30A to establish criteria for persons who shall be classified as bona fide
collectors of firearms.

{g) Nothing in this section shall authorize the purchase, possession or transfer of any weapon,
ammunition or feeding device that is, or in such manner that is, prohibited by state or federal law.

{r) The secretary of the executive office of public safety or his designee may promulgate regulations to
carry out the purposes of this section.




Freqguently Asked Questions

Licensing
Q. | am a resident of Massachusetts. How do | obtain a firearms license?

A, A license to carry (LTC) issued pursuant to G.L. ¢. 140, §131 or a firearms identification card (FID)
issued pursuant to G.L. c. 140, §1298 may be obtained from the police department where you reside or
have a place of business (your licensing authority). Applications for a LTC or FID are available under
"Firearms Forms and Applications”.

A LTC Class A entitles the holder to possess a large capacity firearm {pistol or revolver}, rifle or shotgun.
(See G.L. c. 140, §121 for the definition of large capacity). A LTC Class B entitles the holder to possess a
non-large capacity firearm or large capacity rifle or shotgun. A FID entitles the holder to possess non-
large capacity rifles and shoiguns.

There is a $100 application fee for a LTC or FID. As part of the application process, an applicant must
submit fingerprints for a comprehensive background check and, if a new applicant, provide proof of
completion of a basic firearm safety course pursuant to G.L. c. 140, §131P.

Q: Is a license required to possess an air gun {i.e. bb or pellet guns, so-called air rifles or air pistols, paint
ball guns) or ammunition therefore (i.e. bb's, pellets, CO2 cartridges, paint balls)?

A: An FID Card is not required to possess an air gun in Massachusetts. Air guns are regulated by M.G.L. c.
269, §12B which limits their use by minors who are not accompanied by an adult, holding a sporting or
hunting license, or holding a permit from the chief of police. Massachusetts law also prohibits anyone
from discharging air rifles from across streets, alleys, public ways or railroads or railway right of ways. it
should also be noted that an FID Card or an LTC are not required to purchase an air gun or ammunition.
As such, the state FA10 form should not be used to record the sale of such air guns.
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Q: Can a nonresident obtain a permit to carry a weapon in Massachusetts?

A: MGL c. 140 § 131F allows the Colonel of the State Police or his designee to issue a temporary LTC to
nonresidents or persons not falling within the jurisdiction of a local licensing authority. Currently, the
Firearms Record Bureau (FRB) has been designated to issue permits to nonresidents. The phone number
of the FRB is (617) 660-4780.

top of the page




Q: Do | need an FID Card or an LTC Firearms to possess a gun in my home?

A: Yes. At a minimum you need an FID Card for non-large capacity rifles and shotguns, For handguns you
need either an LTC, or an FID Card combined with a Permit to Purchase firearms for the particular

handgun in question.
Q: Where do | apply for a License to Carry (LTC) or a Firearms Identification (FID} Card?

A: Generally, application is made to the local police department where the applicant resides or has a
place of business. For more specific information on FIDs refer to M.G.L. ¢. 140, §1298, or for LTCs refer
to M.G.L. ¢ 140 § 131(d) .

Q: How can 1 obtain the status of my pending LTC or FID card application?

A: You can now retrieve the status of the firearms license application you've submitted to your focal
police department through the DCJIS by calling (617} 660-4722 during the normal business hours of
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

The following information is required:

Name

Date of birth

Active LTC, FID card, or machine gun license number
Driver's license number {for identity verification)

Address Change

Q: | am changing my address. Who do | notify?

A: Under M.G.L. c. 140, §129B(10), and M.G.L. ¢. 140. § 131{}}, a holder of an FID Card or an LTC must
notify, in writing, the licensing authority that issued the Card or License, the chief of police into whose
jurisdiction the Card or License holder moves, and the Commissioner of the DCIIS. The notice must be
made by certified mail within 30 days of its occurrence.
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Purchasing and Selling

Q: How many guns a year can a person sell without being a dealer?

A: Under M.G.L. c. 140, §128A, a properly licensed resident who is not a dealer may sell up to four guns
in any one calendar year through a private transfer of ownership.
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Q: How do | report a private sale or transfer of a firearm?




A: Massachusetts law requires all residents to report any private sale or transfer of a firearm via the
Massachusetts Gun Transaction Portal either prior to, or at the time of the sale/transfer.
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Q: How do | report a firearm that was acquired by a means other than through a private sale/transfer or
a Massachusetts dealer?

A: Massachusetts law requires all residents who purchase or obtain a firearm by any means other than
by a personal sale/transfer or through a Massachusetts firearms dealer to register the firearm within 7
days using the Massachusetts Gun Transaction Portal.
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Q: Can a Massachusetts resident sell a gun without being a licensed dealer?

A: Yes. Under M.G.L. ¢. 140, §128A, a Massachusetts resident may sell a gun provided that he lawfully
possesses it with an appropriate FID Card or LTC, or is otherwise exempt, and that the person buying the
gun is also properly licensed with the appropriate FID Card or LTC (depending on the type of gun being
bought). The transaction must be reported using the Massachusetts Firearms Registration and Transfer
System or a paper FA10 form.

Q: How can | retrieve my personal identification (PIN) number?

A: You can retrieve the PIN number for your active LTC, FID card, or machine gun license through the
DCIIS by calling (617) 660-4722 during the normal business hours of Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

The following information is required:

Name

Date of birth

Active LTC, FID card, or machine gun license number Driver's license number {for identity verification)

Safety Locks

Q: Should al! weapons sold within the Commonwealth be equipped with a safety lock?

A: M.G.L. ¢. 140, §131K states that all sales of firearms and large capacity weapons in Massachusetts
MUST include a safety device approved by the colonel of state police. This requirement applies to any
seller including a wholesaler. The seller is not required to install the device so long as the weapon is
accompanied by it. Failure to comply with this provision will constitute a breach of warranty and an
unfair trade practice. This section does not apply to non-large capacity rifles and shotguns.
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Q: If an individual buys a handgun or large capacity rifle or shotgun from a dealer, can he supply his own
trigger fock to avoid paying for a new one from the dealer?

A: No. M.G.L. c. 140, §131K states that a state approved safety device must be sold with the weapon,
This places the burden on the dealer to provide the safety device and does not allow the dealer an
option of letting the purchaser provide a trigger lock.
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Q: Are state-approved trigger locks required any time a trigger lock is used?

A: No. State-approved trigger locks are only required under the provisions of M.G.L. ¢. 140, §131K which
applies to dealers who provide them with handguns and large capacity rifles and shotguns that they seil.
State-approved trigger locks are not required in any other section of chapter 140. However, most
common trigger locks that would be used to help the gun owner comply with section 1311 are likely to
be state approved even though that approval is not required

top of the page

Transporting Firearms

Q: How do | transport a gun in my vehicle?

A: A person with a Class "A" LTC may transport a handgun loaded or unloaded on his person or under his
direct control in the vehicle. If the handgun is not under his direct control, it must be unloaded and in a
locked case, locked trunk or other secure container.

A person with a Class "B" LTC must transport handguns unloaded and in a locked case, locked trunk or
other secure container. All persons transporting large capacity rifles and shotguns must transport them
unloaded and in a locked case, locked trunk or other secure container. Trigger locks do not meet the
requirements of securing a weapon during transport in motor vehicle.

For more specific information see M.G.L. c. 140, §131C.

Q: Do | need to lock my non-large capacity rifles and shotguns in a case while transporting them in a
vehicle?

A: No. They must be transported unloaded, but are not required to be in a locked case while
transporting.

Q: Can t leave my gun in my car if | need to go into the store on my way home from the range or from
hunting?

A: If your handgun or large capacity rifle or shotgun is transported in accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L. . 140, §131C {i.e. unloaded and in a locked case, locked trunk or other secure container) then




the gun may be left unattended in the vehicle. Weapons transported in this manner will automatically
be considered "stored or kept" in compliance with the safe storage requirements of §1311.

A person leaving a non-large capacity rifle or shotgun in an unattended vehicle is required to lock the
rifle or shotgun in a case/container or in the trunk, or install a mechanical locking device on the weapon
{i.e. cable or trigger lock).




The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Criminal Justice Information Services
Firearms Records Bureau
200 Arlington Street, Suite 2200
Chelsea, MA 02150

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTIFICATION FOR
FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION CARD AND LICENSE TO CARRY FIREARMS

Massachusetts General Law Chapter 140, sections 129B and 131 state:

A cardholder shall notify the licensing authority that issued such firearms license, the chief of police into whose jurisdiction
such cardholder moves, and the commissioner of the Department of Criminal Justice Information Services of any change of
address within 30 days of its occurrence. Failure to notify any of these entities shall be cause for revocation or suspension
of the license.

Instructions:
1. Complete the information below. Please PRINT CLEARLY.
2. Make a legible photocopy of the front side of your firearms identification card or license to carry.
3. Send this form and the photocopy of your license (via certified mail} to all of the following:
(1)  The police department that issued your license
(2)  The police department into the city/town where you have moved

(3)  Firearms Records Bureau
200 Arlington Street, Sutte 2200
Chelsea, MA 02150
ATN: Change of Address Notification

In lieu of notifying the FRB/DCIIS via certified mail, you may call 617.660.4722 to report your change of
address. The following information is required: name, date of birth, active firearms license number, and
driver’s license number for identity verification. Notifications to the police departments must still be made

in writing via certified mail,

4. Keep a copy of the form for your records.

Date

FID card or LTC #

Last Name, First Name

My new residential address is:

Number Street

Apt.# or Unit #

City/Town State Zip

Date of Birth

My new mailing address is:

|:| Same as residential, or:

Number Street P.O. Box

Apt. # or Unit #

City/Town State Zip

Change of Address Notification — 08.2013



